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Horton Park Primary School: Curriculum Intent 

 

Overview 
Our staff understand that our children come from a range of diverse backgrounds. They are aware that many 
of our pupils have English as an additional language, that we have children from a variety of ethnic minority 
backgrounds and various religions and that the percentage of children from disadvantaged backgrounds and 
with SEND is well above with national. We recognise that the vast majority of our children come from our 
close locality, which includes children from very low socio economic backgrounds.  With these facts in mind, 
our curriculum therefore needs to embrace developing life skills (such as resilience, confidence, self-esteem, 
effective communication, critical thinking and problem solving), varying viewpoints and beliefs, encourage 
debate and discussion, be based on the global dimension, give children a good basic skill set and equip 
them for life and learning beyond Horton Park. With this in mind, at Horton Park, we encourage the 
development of skills at all times such as: creativity, team work, self-management, enquiry, commitment, 
reflection, problem solving, leadership, aiming high, staying positive and listening carefully.  We feel these 
are important skills, as we want to teach our children ‘HOW’ to learn, understand and remember key 
information and approaches to support them later in life as they enter adulthood. 
   
Curriculum Design 
Our children need to be challenged in their schooling; learning from failures and celebrating successes. At 
Horton Park, we have designed our curriculum with pupils’ learning at the centre. We recognise that a 
curriculum has to be broad, balanced, deep and offer pupils opportunities to grow and make progress as 
individuals as well as learners from whatever their starting points may be. We intend to offer our pupils new 
and exciting experiences through extra-curricular activities and enrichment activities that are designed to 
build resilience, confidence and self-esteem.  We intend for our curriculum to be empowering, enabling 
pupils to develop their interpersonal skills, creativity and independence. Horton Park provides a rich 
ambitious learning environment, both inside and outside the classroom, which is conducive to high quality 
teaching and learning and builds a rich cultural capital for all learners. It is our school’s policy to maximise 
the potential of all pupils, including identifiable cohorts of pupils such as: disadvantaged, SEND pupils and 
academically more able pupils.  We aim to accelerate the learning progress of the most disadvantaged and 
vulnerable pupils in order to diminish the difference in progress and attainment between them and their 
peers. The curriculum also makes provision to enable pupils to work at greater depth within age related 
expectations. This is supported at all levels in the school.  
 
We want our children to achieve well in the next stage of their life. Our curriculum is designed to prepare 
children for opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of future life, and we strive to do so by offering a 
broad and balanced curriculum from the children’s first days in Reception through to the end of Year 6. In 
addition, we actively promote British values to ensure pupils are well prepared for life in modern Britain. 
Through a combination of learning techniques, we aim to ensure pupils enjoy learning and feel prepared for 
life after school. We want all children to achieve their very best and to become successful adults.  
 
Curriculum Themes 
The end point of the pupil journey at Horton Park needs to ensure that children can see links and make 
connections in learning and have real life reasons for learning. We hope that pupils will be motivated by 
achievement both at the end of their time at the school and in the future so that they will have a positive 
attitude towards themselves, others and their environment (at a local, national and global level). Our key 
themes reflect the values, vision and principles we intend on instilling in the hearts and minds of our young 
children.  They are the same across school, yet progressive throughout school. The curriculum themes 
are: Diversity, Global Citizens and Take One….(selected and based on the interests of the class staff 
and children collectively e.g. Take one Artist, Take One Invention etc.). Our aim is to develop resilience 
in our pupils, so they are willing to take risks in their future learning, accepting that making mistakes is an 
important part of the learning process.  By the end of their time at Horton Park we want pupils to have gained 
good basic skills, have a strong moral, cultural, emotional, spiritual and social purpose, develop healthy 
minds and healthy bodies and be rounded individuals who believe in their own potential.  We want our 
children to have high standards of behaviour and tolerance by developing respect and responsibility for 
themselves and others, take an active part in their community and have a desire to go on learning throughout 
life. We hope they will have self-esteem, self-confidence, self-discipline and will be responsible.  
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Creative Curriculum, Equality and Inclusion 
Our curriculum promotes enjoyment of learning through talk for learning, creativity, purpose and relevance.  
Discussion, communication skills and vocabulary are very important and are planned for within our 
curriculum so that children can achieve well. Through our school’s curriculum, we seek to promote the 
spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school.  The Creative Curriculum 
at Horton Park has been developed to engage children fully in their own learning by adopting an imaginative, 
practical and cross-curricular, thematic approach, as we believe this results in the optimum learning 
outcomes. We aim to have a curriculum, which is broad and balanced and provides a wide range of 
opportunities for pupils to learn. The range of subjects helps pupils acquire knowledge, understanding and 
skills in all aspects of their education, including linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technical, human and 
social, physical and artistic learning. The curriculum provides continuity and progression and creates a 
culture of high expectations, with challenge. We supplement the formal curriculum with extra-curricular 
opportunities for pupils to extend their knowledge and understanding and to improve their skills in a range of 
artistic, creative and sporting activities. The curriculum promotes all forms of equality and fosters greater 
understanding of and respect for people of all faiths and those of no faith, races, genders, ages, disability 
and sexual orientations.  It keeps pupils safe from the dangers of abuse, sexual exploitation, radicalisation 
and extremism by making them aware of how to seek support if they are concerns or worried about 
themselves or someone else who may at risk. It contributes to pupils’ behaviour and welfare, including their 
physical, mental and personal well-being, safety and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.  The 
curriculum recognises the crucial role that parents play in their child’s education.  The curriculum works in 
tandem with the Horton Park values.  It provides skills-based as well as knowledge-based learning and 
ensures continuity and progression within the school and between phases of education.  We want our pupils 
to learn more than mere facts and content, we want them to acquire the skills to be good learners (our 
Horton Park ‘5 Ways to be Brilliant’). Our curriculum encourages a respect for the school and its environment 
so that learning is a positive and pleasurable experience for all. 
 
 
Progressions and Deepening of Skills 
Our curriculum is structured so that skills and knowledge build from phase to phase and is carefully planned 
for.  We consider carefully the transition from one phase to another. There is a good breadth and coverage to 
our curriculum, which is supported by enrichment days and weeks and extra-curricular activities. We want to 
make learning fun, practical and exciting to ensure that it is embedded in the long-term memory. There is a 
spiral curriculum so that topics and concepts are repeated but find out first about prior knowledge and moves 
on from this point to extend learning. This also helps to commit learning to memory. 
 


